The COUNTY 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

CALLING IT WHAT IT IS - OFFICIALLY 

It may take an amendment to the county's 
General Plan, but the County Planning Commis¬ 
sioners may finally designate the community 
of Darwin as what it is - a rural community. 

Tin s the commissioners would do in order 
to relieve the highly informal Darwinites 
from zoning restrictions they consider unreal¬ 
istic at best and oppressive at worst, at 
least for Darwin whose residents number only 
about 75>« 

If the amendment plan goes through, Dar¬ 
win can, if it will, work toward adoption of 
"Class K housing standards" set by recent 
legislation permitting rural people to live 
and build and repair with fewer restrictions 
on them than, say, Beverly Hills residents. 

If the planning commission's proposal 
goes through rural Darwinites' plumbing and 
building activities will probably revert to 
what they once were - liighly informal. 

This week, the planning commission meets 
to talk about that and other issues. Also on 
the agendas the request of American Borate 
Company to resone 60 acres near Death Valley 
Junction. American Borate wants to construct 
employee housing there. And another company, 
Fred Harvey Corp., apparently sees an expand¬ 
ing tourist market at Death Valley. Their 
plush Furnace Creek Inn will be expanded by 
9U rental units if the planning commissioners 
will give their okay to Harvey's conditional 
use permit application. 



CLOWNING AT ALABAMA GATES a reporter for the 
radical Berkley Barb demonstrates his paper's 
feelings about the aqueduct explosion. But at 
the courthouse there was no such laughter, as 
DWP sued, holding the county responsible. The 
lawsuitb complaints were served on the county 
officials last week. For story, see WATER IS¬ 
SUE) 


say they've been assured they'll get some sort 
of lease - but for how much ? 

Unconcerned in the increasingly hot issue 
are Lone Fine's Indians who built the new road. 



| FIRES 

IN THE COUNTY, FIRE IN THE GRASS, AND 
AT LONE PINE, GRASS IN THE FIRE 

Whether or not he was growing mari¬ 
juana near hi 3 house, or whether he was 
smoking it when the fire erupted, seem¬ 
ed at week's end to be a tragic irrele¬ 
vancy. Youthful George Bryant, Jr.,(29) 


AIRPORT LEASE UP IN THE AIR 

Months ago residents of tho Lono Pine In¬ 
dian reservation built an oast-wost street like 
the crossing of a "T" at the north end of Lone 
line's airport runway which runs north-south* 
The street rendered the runway unusable, at 
least according to FAA air safety standards, 
and tho county set out to build a new one fur¬ 
ther east on DWP land. 

So now the county is trying to squeeze 
some sort of acceptable lease agreement out of 
DWP, tills in tho face of hostility from LA City 
Councllmon who avoid tho issue 
by claiming the county shouldn't 
have built the runway without 
first getting DWP permission and 
a lease. 

But the county says it got 
its okay and a go-ahead from the 
DWP's Engineer Jim WIckser. But 
Wickser now denies he gave such 
permission, that there was no un¬ 
derstanding between DWP and Inyo. 

And now the issue has turn¬ 
ed into another trade-out game 
in the ongoing county-DWP battle. 

LA's city councllmon say the 
airport lease price is too low, 
and the council's water and pow¬ 
er committee is haggling over a 
lease proposal the county claims 
, r, "boo high." County officials 


was dead. Apparently he had inhaled poisonous 
fumes in the smoke from a burning couch on 
which he gone to sleep. 

He was barely alive when they found him, 
and expired shortly after he was carried from 
his Done Pine house. 

Sheriff's deputies and detectives claim 
to have found 1? marijuana plants growing out¬ 
side the dead man's house, and some more of 
the narcotic on him personally. Just what to 
do with the evidence posed a question* Charge 
Bryant's wife with cultivating it ?, or maybe 
some neighbors who may have shared the stash? 

Meanwhile, the dead man’s 
friends - users and non-users 
alike - expressed frustrated 
hurt and anger about the fu3S 
made over the marijuana. A 3 
one put it* "Who gives a dam 
about the grass at a time like 
this? What are they going to 
do...arrest his wife? She's 
got a five-year-old kid, and 
isn't she hurt enough already? 
He vma a nice guy, now he's 
dead J" 

Nice guy or not, officers 
who discovered the cultivated 
plants were trying to make the 
best of a bad situation, mix¬ 
ing two parts of sympathy with 
(See FIRES, Oont. Page H) 
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WATER ISSUE 

M PUNISHING” THE 
UNRULY COLONIALS 

They had read it in the Los Angeles Times 
several day3 before, and now it was "official"j 
The Department of Water and Power, claiming 
negligence, was suing the county and claiming 
that the county government was somehow respons¬ 
ible for the aqueduct explosion of last Septem¬ 
ber. 

Officials of the county received their 
technically legal notification last week after 
a deputy sheriff, acting as process server, 
went to the courthouse and placed the papers 
in the hands of RLta Bromley, Inyo's county 
clerk. Bromley made copies for the county off¬ 
icials who claim that DV/P is "punishing" the 
people of Inyo for their opposition to DWP's 
water policies. 

Their claim may be valid, evidenced by the 
fact DV/P went trotting off to the newspapers 
to announce its new lawsuit even before Inyo's 
officials were notified. The suit was filed and 
reported in the Times even as county officials 
were meeting with DWP people and members of the 
attorney general's office, presumably to reduce 
some of the tension between Inyo and DWP. The 
affected comradeiie of their meeting ended when 
county officials picked up their copies of the 
Times. Another meeting is planned. (See below.) 

The county now is expected to file its an¬ 
swer to the lawsuit by Oct. 13, but Deputy DA 
Greg James said late in the week that the law¬ 
yers may ask for an extension of the deadline. 
For now, the suit has been turned over to the 
liability insurance lawyers with whom,James 
said, the DA's men will "work closely," hoping 
to head off the claims amounting to $100,000- 
plus. 

Meanwhile, James left for Los Angeles and 
a conference with DV/P Lawyer Ed Schlotman to 
discuss still another DV/P lawsuit - that filed 
by DWP to collect thousands of dollars in un¬ 
paid water bills run up by Southern Inyo Hospi¬ 
tal. The hospital, going along with county pol¬ 
icy regarding excessive metered water rates im¬ 
posed (more "punishment" ?) by DV/P, had witheld 
payment pending settlement of the question of 
what rate Inyo's metered customers are paying 
for their water. They now pay more even than 
do the long-suffering DV/P customers in Los Ange¬ 
les, a payment rate thought by the protesting 
county to be unfair. James said on leaving for 
Los Angeles that he will attempt to settle the 
hospital suit with Schlotman. _ 

SOME SYMPATHY FROM THE AG 

From Sacramento some are turning con¬ 
cerned eyes toward the increasingly hostile 
water issue in Inyo. The attorney general, who 
has shown some sympathy toward Inyo County and 
its battle with Los Angeles, is still hoping 
to bring about some resolution to the problem. 

After the new lawsuit was filed such hopes 
seemed far-fetched, but the AG has set up an¬ 
other meeting between the concerned parties, 
this one on its home grounds where the AG's 
men may not be subjected to sightseeing tours 
and picnics imposed by DV/P. The fourth session 
is set for midweek when county officials, DV/P 
people and state water resources officials 
will air their differences as the AG or his 
representatives act as mediators* Little pro¬ 


gress ha3 been shown in the past throe meeting 
but county officials are hopeful. 

After the Wednesday session, the Inyo Peo¬ 
ple will contact Assemblyman Larry Chimbole 
and State b©n. Walter Stiom to di scuss "leg¬ 
islation port!nont to Inyo." 

DWPi GETTING ITS 
STORIES STRAIGHT 

Again there wore mixed reports - and a 
widening credibility gap - about the real es¬ 
tate policies of LA's land-rich Department of 
Water and Power. This time the haggle concerns 
whether DWP will, or will not, actually sell 
back to Inyo Countians some of the real estate 
it ripped off early in the century. 

If former grand jury foreman Moe Jacobson 
is to be believed, DWP General Manager Louis 
WLnnard and Water Commissioner Pat Nagel told 
him last week that there is "no way" DWP will 
sell any of its properties in the Owens Valley, 
Jacobson relayed their statements to some Bish¬ 
op businessmen meeting to discuss their leases 
with DWP. (See accompanying story.) 

But then Jim WIcksor, DWP's Owen3 Valley 
boss, said Jacobson's statement was totally 
false. It then took a day or so for DV/P offi¬ 
cials to find out just which way the policy 
wind is currently blowing in order to get its 
messages - and its policies - straight. A 
phone call from 7/Lnnard and Nagel to the mana¬ 
ger of the Bishop Chamber of Commerce settled 
it, at least for that day* DV/P was willing to 
sell. 

Jacobson, one of the activists in the 
"Committee to Save Owens Valley," sticks with 
his story. He said he personally contacted 
the two DWP heavies at a water conference at 
Fresno and at that time "asked their guidance 
in lease problems." It was then they told him 
DWP won't sell and, further, gave their reas¬ 
ons : because "of the political climate and the 
pending litigation between the county and the 
city." 

"I know what I heard," persists Jacobson, 
"but if the DV/P says I'm wrong let them put it 
in writing once and for all." 

Recent lack of any real action has shown 
DV/P "land sales" to be largely a matter of prop-| 
a ganda expediency. In spite of continued an¬ 
nouncements of plans to sell properties, no 
real estate has changed hands. Even if DV/P were 
to actually sell some of its business houses 
(DWP owns about 17£ in two counties.), there 
would be little real help for the embattled 
Bishop businessmen who occupy them. The DV/P, 
again finding it convenient to refer to its 
city charter, points out that it would "sell to 
anyone," which means the businessmen on the 
property could stand to lose everything as the 
property is sold out from under them. 

"WHAT THEY HAVE TO 
LOSE" - A THREAT FROM DWP 

As for the lease property sale proposal, 
7/ickser told NEWS-LETTER Editor Benett Kessler 
that the businessmen "should carefully consid¬ 
er what they have to lose." The statement pos¬ 
es a kind of warning to the businessmen that if 
they proceed with a plan to call the attorney 
general into the fight, they might end up with 
less than they already have. 

WIckser pointed out that if the attorney 
general rules that the Brown Act governs the 
/ 'Cont. ne.xt page) 
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W. Uixsri. littjy could bw a tuck with leases load 
in their favor than those they now are offer¬ 
ed (Three year3 as compared with five). 

The liases, he said,could be thrown open to 
bidders every three years "like the LA Harbor 
Department." 

Yftckser then took note of Inyo’s all-white 
population and hinted darkly that under the 
tfrown Act preferential considerations to min¬ 
orities would be given in the bidding. 

Finally, Vftckser said that it*3 "not good 
government" to negotiate with "special interest 
groups like the Bishop Chamber of Commerce and 
its lease committee." 

Btrt in spite of tho implied threats (or 
maybe because of them), tho committee's ad hoc 
chairman, Jim Iioehm, says he and the others 
have not yet given up on the plan to contact 
the attorney general, and that they still want 
him to give a ruling on the issue of commercial 
land auctions. (The Brown Act won't let the 
city have an open auction without protection of 
the occupant, but the city charter says in ef¬ 
fect no sale without an auction.) 

Meanwhile, tho businessmen may bo stuck 
v/lth tho restrictive fivo-yoar leases imposed 
by a petulant and vengeful DV/P. Under thoso 
leases they are’ guaranteed no right of renewal. 
Such a limited lease effectively blocks credit 
for expansion and the businessmen are smarting 
- .and growing angrier - under what they call 
"the burden" of DT TP lease restrictions. 

Some business owners says the lease deal 
is a "squeeze" put on them to force them to 
join with DTP against the county government's 
lawsuits. But so far they remain united and the 
DTP squeeze play has backfired creating more 
hostility and increasing spine-stiffening among 
most county residents. 

munn. Go r»moto in tho commune that "Jacob" 
bind to dntil.lt bo Toro lil.ri Colloworu could sum¬ 
mon help. Under the state's new sentencing law 
Schnaigt could be out of prison in throe to 
five years - but his crime occurred boforo tho 
law was passed. It i3 possible that Chino's 
hearing board could give him a longer sentence. 

AS SCHNAIGT DEPARTS, 

MONROE COMES BACK 

Finally lid of the Schnaigt case, the 

Inyo prosecutors now face another murder 
hearing, that of convicted murderer Tilliam 
Donald Monroe who returned to the jail about 
tho time Schnaigt departed. 

Schnaigt and Monroe had been fellow in¬ 
mates in the spring and summer of 1979 when 
Monroe was jailed for the slaying of Harold 
and Mildred. Devore, a seni-retired couple 
who until their bloody demise lived in the 

Death Valley area just inside the Inyo County 
line north of Trona. 

Monroe is back in Inyo from' the state 
pen following his lawyer's successful appeal 
for a I’e-tiial. There have remained in his 
caso a number of questions - questions which 
at ono time prompted on exhaustive investig¬ 
ation by a private investigator boro and in 
Southern California. But tho court gave him I 

the re-tiial because it found that Monroe 
was held for 30 days in the jail here before 
he was granted an arraignment. Statements ob¬ 
tained under such circumstances are consider¬ 
ed to be unconstitutionally obtained evidence. 

At week's end, no date for the retrial 
had been made public. 

BRAS FOR THE COUNTY 

FOR ON-SITE INSPECTION SOME 

TONGUE-IN-CHEEK VOLUNTEERS 

Hinting that county employees must clean 
up their image, a new dress code was handed 
down by the board of supervisors to be circu¬ 
lated among department heads last week. j 

Predictably, tho code covers matters such 
as "low-cut dresses...bra-lessness•..costumes 
and bizarre clothing," but makes few demands 
on the men. More thai a hint of Chauvinism 
permeates the new code which was borrowed - 
verbatim - from another cow-county, Kern. 

The dress code neglects to say just how 
the department heads of Inyo are to enforce 
its edicts. (Tongue-in-cheek, some males in 
the county offices quickly volunteered to pro¬ 
vide on-site inspection in the matter of bras.) 

Once the borrowed standards were passed 
around to department heads, the supervisors | 

dropped the issue, leaving it to their lower- 
echelon bosses to keep everybody's clothing 
tidy - and modest. 

Just what prompted the code is not com- i 

pletely clear. Some say it was first suggested 
last July when Bishop Supervisor Herbert Lon¬ 
don complained (again) about a single road 
department employee who wears his hair long. 1 

Paradoxically, there is no mention of hair i 

length in the new dress code. Supervisor Til- | 

ma Muth told reporters that the county's vom- j 

en employees - or some of them - had themselves 
complained about the dress of other women. 

As for the department heads stuck with 
enforcement, they've made few complaints about j 
their employees, and they're looking for more 

1 <r 'Hines. 

MURDER CASES 

ON A CHARTER FLIGHT, 

SHORT HAIRCUT AMD A BIBLE 

After two years in and out of Inyo's jail, 
convicted murderer Joel Glen Schnaigt last week 
left again - this time for good or so his pros¬ 
ecutors hope* 

Schnaigt was convicted — finally — of sec¬ 
ond degree murder for shooting a drug cultist 
with an Ml Carbine that Schnaigt had named "Ar¬ 
nold." Pieces of "Arnold" were later found and 
presented as evidence in his trial. The con¬ 
viction came over the testimony of psychiat¬ 
rists who agreed more or less unanimously that 
he was legally insane. But the jury believed 
the prosecution's claim that Schnaigt was in 
fact capable of knowing right and wrong - as 
least as much as his victim, Gregory Kennerly 
who claimed to be the personal incarnation of 
the Prophet Jacob and who demanded that his 
drug-oriented followers at Panamint City call 
him "Jacob." 

In a final protest before his air trip to 
Chino State Prison, Schnaigt cut his hair to 
a short burr, piled it on a cell floor and set 
fire to it. The jail's ventilating system fin¬ 
ally removed the stench. Otherwise, his guards 
say Schnaigt was not a problem prisoner, but 
"quiet." 

He'll probably serve anywhere from five 
to seven years for the shooting which arose out 
of an argument over what wood should be used in 

a fire at "Jacob's" Panamint !' tains com- 
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one of practical law enforcement. "Grass," af¬ 
ter all, is an illegal narcotic and the culti¬ 
vation of it a felony offense. 

Officers filed a complaint - against no 
one in particular - Tdth the district attorney, 
but by week's end there was no disposition of 
the case. YJhile officials pondered the case, 
young Bryant was buried at Lone Fine Indian 
Cemetery. 

During the week some reporters excluded 
mention of the marijuana discovery in their re¬ 
ports of Bryant's death; they hoped to spare 
relatives from additional grief. 

FIRE IN THE GRASS 
IN REPEAT PERFORMANCES 

Independence firemen, collars turned up a- 
gainst a high wind, rushed to a field north of 
town to put out a rapidly-spreading brush fire. 
Chief Jack Bracken said a cigarette, thrown 
from a passing car, started the fire which they 
duly extinguished, or thought they had. Hours 
later it was burning again, its undead embers 
fanned by the wind. 

Firemen also made a second call - a week 
later - to a similar repeat fire further north 
on some DYP ranchland. By week's end all the 
reincarnating blazes were out - or so they hope• 

SNIFFING OUT AN ARSONIST 

If the firemen were alert to recurring er- 
ruptions, they may also be keeping an eye out 
for a man who set a big one two years ago. He 
is Patrick Casey Dobbs, convicted arsonist who 
torched the Lone Pine Copeland Lumber yard, de¬ 
stroying it and damaging a nearby motel. 

Jailed at the time, Dobbs swore revenge, 
threatening "to kill some cops" and local citi¬ 
zens, and to "bum down the dirty little town 
of Lone Fine." 

Now, some deputies are apparently taking 
his threats seriously. On Friday, Dobbs was re¬ 
leased from Soledad Prison after serving out a 
two-year lockup, and the sheriff's office was 
notified of the release. So far Dobbs has fail¬ 
ed to follow through with his threats but one 
officer said he just wants everyone "to be a- 
ware" that Dobbs is loose. 

V/hen he was arrested Dobbs was a member of 
an Inglewood motorcycle gang calling itself the 
"Chosen Few" and priding itself on the boast 
that its members never take baths. It was be¬ 
cause of his erratic motorcycle driving that 
Dobbs, unwashed, was first arrested. 

So now the officers are keeping their eyes 
- and presumably, their noses - alert for Dobbs' 
possible reappearance. 

FIRE SCORE: 1U5, BUT 
HUNTERS GIVEN ENTRY 

Deer hunters pouring into the two-county 
area over the weekend have been given what 
amounts to free passage in Inyo Forestlands, 
but fire officials are asking them to hunt 
with caution* Except for an area north of 
Crowley Lake in Mono County, there are no en¬ 
try restrictions - so far. 

As the worst of fire season got underway, 
fire officials had added up 1U£ fires in the 
area, with U2 of these listed as "man-caused" 
and 103 sparked by lightning strikes. Con¬ 
tinued drought and wind are keeping the fire¬ 
men alert to danger, especially with hunters 
in the brush. 
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ENERGY and INDIANS 

AT THE HOT SPRINGS 
SOME UNEXPECTED HOT WATER 

Searchers for geothermal energy may get 
into an unexpected land of hot water if the 
county's Indian tribes have their way. The 
issue: Coso Hot Springs, long an Indian heal¬ 
ing and spiritual center. 

Tribal leaders say they fear that develop¬ 
ment of the area as an energy source will take 
away what they call the spiritual qualities of 
the site. Tribal councils from over the valley 
are forming a committee under direction of a 
recently employed legal adviser, and they say 
they will fight the issue on environmental 
grounds. 

Meanwhile Indian spokeswoman Neddeen Nay¬ 
lor said that the State Historical Resources 
Commission has designated Coso Hot Springs for 
nomination to the National. Register of Historic 
Sites, another effort to block development as 
an energy source. 

China Lakes Naval Weapons Center is at the 
center of the storm. Scientists at the center 
think that underground steam could provide en¬ 
ergy for several million people. 

As yet, no legal proceedings, but hopeful 
developers are moving cautiously. Some exist¬ 
ing laws afford protection to Indian spiritual 
and burial areas. -Jack Pound 


The COURTS 

OUT OF THE ASHES 
SLANDER AND LIBEL 

He'll take his insurance company to court 
and charge slander and libel, says Quentin Son- 
dergard, one of the owners of Bishop's Econony 
Auto Parts. Songergard is named as a defendant 
in a lawsuit filed last month by the insurance 
company, the Royal Globe Insurance Company. 

In that suit the insurance firm implies - 
but does not specify - that Sondergard and his 
partner, Victor Perry, may themselves have been 
responsible for the fire that gutted their auto 
parts firm months ago. In any case, the company 
states its refusal to pay the fire insurance 
claim brought by the auto parts' men sometime 
after the fire. 

Sondergard, angered by charges and impli¬ 
cations in the insurance company's lawsuit, 
says ho is currently preparing a countersuit 
which is "soon to be filed." Sondergard had no 
further comment on other aspects of the fire 
or the lawsuit against him. 

Soon after that blaze, which erupted with 
a spectacular explosion, fire officials launch¬ 
ed an exhaustive investigation, looking as they 
said for the possibility (as always) of arson. 
But so far they have come forth with no evi¬ 
dence linking either of the partners with the 
cause of the fire as implied in Royal Globe's 
claim. Sondergard said he issued a public 
statement of denial of Royal Globe '3 charges, 
but that some of the Bishop media had shied 
away from stories about either the lawsuit or 
the denial. 


The INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER is 
published weekly at Independence by^ 
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The MEDIA 

DIFFERENT, MAYBE 

COSTLY, YES 

If all goes according to an ambitious plan 
of Eastern Sierra News Service a number of the 
county 1 s residents will be receiving each Mon¬ 
day The INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER* The mailer has 
been in the planning stage for more than three 
months and its editors hope to give a report on 
the top news of each week presented in a con¬ 
cise and, they hope, "different manner." 

The NEWS-LETTER IS aimed at a specific 
reader market made up primarily of people in 
professional, political, business and education¬ 
al fields, and others interested in a "differ¬ 
ent" presentation and analysis of local news. 
....and, candidly, those who can afford it. 

Production (Xerox) and mailing costs just¬ 
ify a relatively high subscription price: Reg¬ 
ularly $50 a year or almost a dollar a copy. 

But for its first month of publication, the 
NEWS-LETTER will sell for slightly less: $U0, 
or $25 for a six-month subscription. 

At present there are no plans to publish 
advertising in the HTA'S-LETTER. Successful ad¬ 
vertising generally calls for broader circu¬ 
lation and that is not necessarily the goal of 
the editors who prefer, instead, to reach a 
smaller exclusive readership: the people who 
respond, who think and who act on news present¬ 
ed them from sources of proven reliability. 

The editors promise little more than a 
serious attempt to provide an interesting and 
accurate look at the local news from a view¬ 
point not usually found in rural markets. 

(The editors also "promise’ 1 to refund the 
unused part of your subscription money if the 
NEWS-LETTER closes down J) 

The first few editions are free. 

LONE FINE'S TROUBLED 
| AIRWAYS - NOT ON THE NET, YET 

Some new signwork painted on the front 
windows of Lone Fine's KCNC (600 AM) radio of— 

; fice suggest the station may be offering some¬ 
thing worth listening to. Not yet. 

KINC Manager Israel Sinofsky said he plans 

I a tie-in with ABC network for news and sports, 
but KINC has promised much - and delivered lit¬ 
tle - for a long time. The ABC deal has not 
yet gone through and KINC's new signs amount 
to little more than a cosmetic attempt to give 
the outlet an improved public image. Sounds 
emitting from its 500 -watt system continue to 
abuse the easy tolerance of KINC's audience, 
if there's any of it left. 

A number of sponsors have shown willing*-’ 
ness to advertise on the troubled station, but 
! since KINC dumped its popular news show (again) 

the advertisers appear unwilling to come up a- 
gainst public resentment. Some have turned to 
KTOQ's vastly superior programming and news. 

Among some of KINC's former listeners is 
j talk (so far unverified) about filing with the 

| FCC to deny KINC's broadcast license. Some ex- 
I press the feeling that the county's southern 
end wants a station of its own, but one that 
j is responsive to community needs. But still 

| lacking in any plan to file with FCC: a group 

i or individual with enough hard cash to guaran¬ 

tee operation of the station. VtLth or without 
j news KINC has long been a money-loser, this 

due largely to poor or negligible management, 
although the station owners blame many of 
their own problems on the town itself. • 

j Meanwhile, whatever listeners remain are 

hearing: religion, 1950's music programming 
off of old American Airlines tapes, 1930's 
sitcom radio shows, Bob Harke, and - very oft¬ 
en - nothing at all, as antiquated equipment 
breaks down. 

It may take more than some new signwork 
to make Lone Pine happy with its radio station. 

CRITICS ASK: TOLL THEY PAY 

FOR TELEVISION TRANSLATOR ? 

And if radio and news pamphlets are not 
all they might be in Inyo County, television 
is sometimes worse. Added to the existing fact 
of a dull season of video mediocrity is Inyo's 
ongoing problem of TV reception. 

So far, private capital has been unable, 
or unwilling, to raise either the energy or 
the money to improve much of the county's sys¬ 
tem of cables. And now the county is studying 
a new translator system proposal that would 
provide increased reception and more channel 
choices. Critics of the plan say the county is 
acting naively - that viewers will not pay for 
something they can get right off the airwaves. 

This week, members of a County TV Commis¬ 
sion Advisory Board will go before the board 
of supervisors to discuss further the proposed 
translator system. It would serve Independence 
and Fort Independence, the fish hatchery area 
and the Black Rock area. 

For now, the question of where it's all 
headed is anybody's guess. But television 
"snow" and rollover on three channels is a lot 
more acceptable if there's nothing worth look¬ 
ing at anyway. 

COMMUNITY TELEVISION: 

LOOKING HOPEFULLY 

TOWARD A KITCHEN 

As the county's TV translator advisory 
committee ponder how best to bring in the 
Southland's meager TV offerings, a local 
community outlet — Bishop's Community Video 
Project 3, or "CVP-3," is struggling for sur¬ 
vival. 

For several months the group ha3 produc¬ 
ed with limited equipment (A car burglar took 
an expensive videotape camera from one of 
the cameramen) a more or loss regular program 
of entertainment shows, interviews and edu¬ 
cational shows. The group ha3 so far avoided 
a commitment to nev/3, with at least one of ... t 
the directors hinting it might become "too 
controversial•" 

Money, or the lack of it, remains CVP-3'3 
persistent problem. The stolen camera, paid 
for after a fund drive, has not been recover¬ 
ed, and Alan Schultz, from whose car it wa3 
stolen, said it wa3 "a big blow" to the pro¬ 
ject. 

Now CVP-3, whose name sounds like a char¬ 
acter in "Star Wars," is looking for more, 
space — this in a kitchen. It seems the kitch¬ 
en space of the Bishop Civic Center may be 
open to the TV group, but in order to set up 
a permanent home there, CVP-3 needs broad¬ 
cast insurance. 

Meanwhile, CVP-3 spokesmen promise more 
of their popular "Soap Box Series" debates. 

A recent one - on the water issue - was pop¬ 
ular with the few viewers not afraid to 
switch from the networks. 

If - and when - they get their kitchen 
home, a local cablevision firm, Bisnop Cable 

TV Limited, will install a cable for them. 
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VETS vs.KELLEY - AGREED ON ONE POINT 

Problems between Inyo County's veterans 
jrganizations and. the veterans service officer 
Jim Kelley may quickly give way to the great¬ 
er question of whether the county will main¬ 
tain any veterans office at all. 

And on that issue at least Kelley and the ■ 
vets are in agreement. They want the veterans 
office to survive. ‘Aie possibility of its clo¬ 
sure came up shortly after the veterans had 
launched an ail-out attack on Kelley d emand- 
ing that he be fired. A grand jury report re¬ 
leased shortly afterward also recommended his 
dismissal. 

Then it was suggested by one of the sup¬ 
ervisors that the office be closed since it 
was "too much trouble anyway." ^hat set the 
vets out on a new tactic: talcing shots at the 
county administration and, with others, say¬ 
ing that the supervisors themselves had been 
less than diligent in their investigation of 
the Kelley situation. 

Kelley, remaining silent throughout the 
battle, finally broke out with a statement 
late last week. He said he has mailed out I 4 .OO 
questionnaires to "random people in the coun¬ 
ty" and they indicated in a return that 
"ninety-nine percent of the people" want to 
keep the vets office here. He said the ans¬ 
wers came back from both veterans and non¬ 
veterans. »' „ 

The veterans groups have already held two 
meetings on the Kelley issue, and now they've 
lined up a third, this one called by the board 
itself which apparently hopes to clarify - or 
explain - its position. This Monday night in 
Independence Legion Hall the board will list— 


Sept. 26, 1977 


to public input on the issues. Few supervisors 
meanwhile are willing to take a stand on Kel¬ 
ley and whether to keep him or fire him. As 
for Kelley, no comment on that issue. 
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OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 

"So who's greedy? We're giving you back 
this much!" 
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